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Editor’s Notes 
By Greg Chang, Editor 
 
Aloha and happy 2018!   
 
Once again, I have put together an assortment of 
articles.   
 
The first is an article by J. Lee on the barrel mail 
of the Galapagos Islands. Sounds like an 
unusual way to move mail.  Something to think 
about to put your bucket list of things to do. 
 
Next is the Sayama Cachet Project.  Etsuo 
Sayama produced many patriotic and Hawaii 
related cachets from World War II to the 
1990’s.  The project is working to catalog all of 
the cachets he produced. 
 
A trip down memory lane.  Ted Ashworth 
describes his memories with the stamps issued 
by the Tidewater Associated Oil Company in 
the 1940’s.   
 
For the third straight year, the society hosted a 
meet and greet at WESTPEX 2017 in the San 
Francisco Bay Area.  It was a very nice event.  I 
look forward to the next one. Hope you will be 
able to take time out to attend. 
 
Finally, the last article gives details for the last 
issues from the Hawaii Post.  Looking at their 
website, most of the past issues are still 
available. 
 
  

As always, I am in need of articles or items of 
interest to publish.  It definitely would be nice to 
have items contributed by our society’s 
members. 
 
Enyoy! 
   
Greg Chang 
Editor 
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Galapagos Barrel Mail

 

 

S ituated in the Galapagos Island group off the 
coast of Ecuador lies Floreana Island.  It is one 
of about a dozen major islands of the Galapagos 
located approximately 4 to 5 hours west of 
Espanola and equidistance south of Santa Cruz.  
This island has long been a favorite site of 
visitors including pirates, whalers, and early 
settlers. 
 

 
Floreana Island is one of the older islands of the 
group as evident with its landscaping compared 
to the younger western islands.  Its volcano has 
been long extinct and is in the advanced stages 
of erosion and is blessed with rich soil and a 
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Galapagos Barrel Mail 
By J. Lee 

 
ituated in the Galapagos Island group off the 

Island.  It is one 
of about a dozen major islands of the Galapagos 
located approximately 4 to 5 hours west of 
Espanola and equidistance south of Santa Cruz.  
This island has long been a favorite site of 
visitors including pirates, whalers, and early 

 

Floreana Island is one of the older islands of the 
group as evident with its landscaping compared 
to the younger western islands.  Its volcano has 
been long extinct and is in the advanced stages 
of erosion and is blessed with rich soil and a 

good water supply that gives the highlands a 
diversified landscaping of native and introduced 
flora. 
 

 
Floreana has a rich and colorful history of 
pirates, whalers, convicts, and colonists.  In 
early 1793, British whaling captain James 
Colnett established the Post Office Barrel to 
send letters to and from England.  During this 
time period, whaling was a big industry and 
ships were typically gone for 2 years at a time.  
The Galapagos Islands were a frequent stop for 
these ships.  Outbound ships would drop off 
letters after rounding the cape and the ships 
returning home would pick them up to mail 
once they returned home.  This tradition 
continues today. 
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The mail barrel is located by a brown sand 
beach where sea lions bask in the sun.  Many 
visitors have left their mark by posting a sign on 
a piece of driftwood or other material.  This is 
the only spot on the Galapagos where graffiti is 
acceptable. 
 

 
 
At the post barrel, the guide will pull a handful 
of letters for a visiting group.  Continuing the 
tradition, the selected letters are brought home 
with the travelers and then hand delivered to the 
addressees.  There is also an option to mail the 
item to the addressee.  Visitors also have an 
option to leave their own letters to be delivered 
or mailed by future travelers.  By special 
arrangement with the Wittmer family who live 
and run the post barrel, you can also have your 
letter stamped and mailed off. 
 
One member from my local stamp club got to 
try out the mail system on a visit there with a 
friend in 2005.  They both picked up letters that 
were addressed to visitors that lived close to 
them.  On the flip side, they dropped off a post 
card in the barrel.  A few months later, they 
receive their card from a couple on vacation 
passing through town.  The systems works! 
 

 

 
 
One side story regarding Floreana, in the 1930s, 
Floreana was the setting for intrigue and 
mystery.  A German dentist and his mistress, a 
young family (the Wittmer family who still live 
on the island), and a self-styled Baroness with 
three men came to settle on the island.  Shortly 
after the baroness and her lovers arrived, chaos 
began.  They terrorized the other inhabitants 
while planning to build a luxury hotel. 
 
Eventually, the Baroness, two of her lovers, and 
the dentist all turned up missing or dead.  There 
has been much investigation searching for what 
really happened on Floreana, but no hard 
answers have turned up.  John Treherne wrote 
of these people in “The Galapagos Affair.” 
 

 
 
Other points of interests on the island include 
the remains of a Norwegian fishing village that 
was established in 1926 and abandoned a year 
later, a lava tube (located close to the mail 
barrel), Punta Cormorante (a green sand beach 
and mud lagoon), and Devil’s Crown (a 
submerged volcano – the best place for 
snorkeling!). 
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The Sayama Cachet Study 
By Jeremy Uota 

 

 

Etsuo Sayama (1915 – 2007) designed 
many patriotic cachets during World 
War 2 (WWII) and shortly thereafter. 
Last year, I met descendants of Etsuo 
Sayama—great people. We discussed 
doing a short study to honor Sayama and 
to help collectors understand and collect 
his cachets. The Sayama Cachet study is 
targeted to be completed in late 2018, 
and the purpose of this article is to rustle 
out people who are interested in 
contributing to the study and to try to 
find some of the elusive cachets.  
 
World War II cachets are a popular 
collectable subcategory and though there 
were many patriotic WWII cachets 
created, most were created on the U.S. 
mainland. Sayama stands out in 
Hawaiian philately because he was a 
Nisei Japanese-American citizen in 
Hawaii who created patriotic American 
cachets at a time when there was heavy 
anti-Japanese sentiment in the U.S. as 
well as wartime resource conservation. 
He created more cachets, both in terms 
of number of types and quantity, than 
any other cachet producer in Hawaii 

during WWII and, thus, almost every 
Hawaii philatelist has encountered his 
covers. He was featured in Lawrence 
Sherman’s book “United States Patriotic 
Covers of World War II” and was also 
interviewed by the University of 
Hawaii’s Center for Oral History. 
 
During WWII, Hawaii was under martial 
law, military personnel were deployed 
and those stationed in Hawaii were too 
busy to devote time to philately, and 
even civilians were too busy for 
philately, focused on government-
sanctioned war efforts. The domestic 
war efforts sought to conserve resources, 
including paper, and curb errant mailings 
which burdened the already taxed postal 
and censorship resources. Moreover, 
Japanese-Americans like Sayama were 
at risk of being sent to internment 
camps. Despite all of this, Sayama 
followed his passion, working through 
the blackout regulations at night and 
mailed out thousands of his cachets to 
friends and soldiers near and far.  
 
Sayama issued his first cachet on 
December 7, 1942 to commemorate the 
one-year anniversary of the bombing of 
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Pearl Harbor and over the next few years 
he issued cachets for War Bond drives, 
Pearl Harbor Days, significant events in 
Hawaii like the Waikiki Conference, and 
major WWII events like V-J Day. WWII 
ended in 1945 and his cachet making 
tapered off in 1946. Many years later, 
his philatelic interest received a second-
wind when he found some unused 
cachets and he decided to make use of 
them to commemorate the 40th 
anniversary of the 442nd in 1983.   
 
Later in his life, Sayama cataloged his 
cachets and by his count he made 51 
cachets. He put together a handful of 
exhibit-like collections of his cachets 
that he mounted and fully described on 
8.5” x 11” pages and gave to his children 
and friends. However, he made so few of 
some cachets that by that time he did not 
have any examples of some of his 
cachets. If you have these Sayama 
cachets, please send in images.  
 

 Independence Day Stamped with 
war bond handstamp 7/4/43 

 7th War Loan Drive 6/30/45 
 Independence Day war bond 

handstamp in Remember Pearl 
Harbor Frame 7/4/45 

 V-J Day Special war bond 
handstamp in Remember Pearl 
Harbor Frame 9/2/45 

 Possible First Day use at Civilian 
Post Office of 5¢ Revalued 6¢ 
Air Mail envelope 10/1/46 

 Termination of the Period of 
Hostilities 12/31/46 

 State Constitutional Convention 
Hawaii 4/4/50 

 (same as above) on Iolani Palace 
postcard 4/4/50 

 Vote to Ratify Hawaii State 
Constitution 11/7/50 

 First Day Cover 7¢ Air Mail 
Hawaii Statehood 8/21/59 

The basic set of 51 Sayama patriotic 
cachets, with some hunting, is possible 
to complete. Advanced collectors can 
collect variants that Sayama created: 
Sayama selected the Post Offices that he 
mailed his covers from, but he also liked 
to create variants with postmarks from 
different Post Offices and APOs. He 
enjoyed corresponding with collectors 
and soldiers, and he would send them his 
covers to send back to him to obtain 
different postmarks. When Sayama 
rediscovered his unused covers, he 
created a few more varieties in the 1980s 
and 1990s by adding Pearl Harbor and 
other special event postmarks to both his 
unused and already postmarked covers.  
Sayama’s covers are enjoyed by both 
novice and advanced collectors, as well 
as by historians interested in WWII and 
the Nisei generation. However, its 

    
 

Front and back of the Labor Day, 1943 cover 
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historical significance is still 
underappreciated and many of these 
covers will continue to be sleepers until 
collectors become educated about WWII 
collectables and the Sayama cachets. If 
you have any of the covers listed above 
or have interesting Sayama material to 
share, please contact:  
Email: juota2@outlook.com 
 
Visit: www.stuffcyclopedia.com/hawaii 
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No. 198 – Hawaii Coat of Arms and 

Hilo 

The Tidewater Associated Oil Company Cinderellas 
By Ted Ashworth 

 

 

 
Got Cinderellas? 
 
If you’re old enough and lived in the 
American West, you would remember 
the Tidewater Associated Oil Company, 
its stations (yes there were some in 
Hawaii, one was located on Kalakaua 
Avenue in Waikiki) and its products 
which included Tydol and Veedol Motor 
Oil, along with various grades of 
gasoline which included (better to basic) 
Aviation Ethyl Flying A, and White 
Gold (range from 14 cents to 10 cents a 
gallon) gasoline (wages were 40 cents 
per hour then). 
 
In 1938, the company, though its service 
stations, printed and distributed 100 
pictorial cinderellas which depicted 
western scenes, historical sites, national 
parks, pioneers and western state capitol 
buildings amongst other subjects.  Each 
stamp was numbered from 1 to 100.  
Hawaii territory was featured with No. 
100 and depicted a surfer with Diamond 
Head in the background.  An album was  
 

also issued to house the stamps to be 
pasted in the appropriate spaces, 
although the stamps were gummed. 
 

The 1938 program was so successful that 
the company decided on a repeat 
performance in 1939 at which time a red 
album was issued to house numbers 101 
to 200 with numbers 101 – 110 pictured 
the various buildings at the Golden Gate 
International Exposition on Treasure 
Island In San Francisco.  Again Hawaii 
was featured on numbers 198 and 199 
which showed Hawaii’s coat of arms and 
Hilo with snow capped Mauna Kea in 
the background.  No. 200, which ended 
the 1939 series, pictured the walled city 

 
 

No. 100 – Surfer with Diamond 
Head 
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of Manila in the Philippine Islands, then 
a U.S. territory. 

 
At the time, my father was a Tidewater 
Associated dealer with a service station 
at 900 H Street in Downtown 
Sacramento.  You can guess who had 
first “dibbs” on the stamps as they were 
issued.  The gasoline and oil products 
came from the refinery in Contra Costa 
County in the San Francisco Bay Area, 
up the Sacramento River on an oiler to 
the pier at the foot of Y Street (now 
Broadway) in Sacramento.  The products 
were unloaded, transferred by truck to 
each of the stations. 
 
I do not have the 1938 book but I made 
four of the 1939 books, one each for my 
father, my mother, my grandmother and 
myself.  I don’t recall what happened to 
mine, but I still have three books in a 
storage locker.  At the time, I did a lot of 
trading with these cinderellas as it was a 
lot of fun exchanging with my school 
mates. 
 
In 1943, Tidewater Associated issued a 
booklet with spaces for 50 miniature 
posters with patriotic themes during 
World War II.  I may still have one of 
these booklets with all posters.  By that 
time, my father’s service station was 

selling Golden Eagle products at the 
same downtown location.   
 
Look amongst your cinderellas to see if 
you have any of these gems which gave 
me much pleasure as a youngster. 
  

 
 

No. 199 – Mauna Kea 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Stamp No. 100 Proofs 
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Cover of the 1938 Album 

 
 

Cover of the 1939 Album 
 

 

Wed. 9:30AM to 1:00 PM 
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WESTPEX 2017 
By G Chang 

 
For the third straight year, the 
Hawaiian Philatelic Society 
hosted a “Meet and Greet” 
session at WESTPEX.  Club 
President Wayne Yakuma and 
Treasurer Jerry Coiner were on 
hand to facilitate the meeting.  
About 20 members and visitors 
were present. 
 
The meeting was highlighted 
with a presentation by member 
Fred Gregory titled” 19th Century 
Oahu – A Philatelic Tour”.  He 
discussed the evolution of 
various routes mail was moved between 

Oahu and the rest of the world.  Later, he 
went through the various districts on 
Oahu with examples of post marks 
giving some sense of the scarcity of 
some postmark and reason why they are 
scarce. 
 
One tool he used to help with enhancing 
postmarks is through the retroReveal 
Project (www.retroreveal.org).  

According to their website retroReveal 
facilitates the collaborative discovery of 

hidden content in 
documents, manuscripts, 
music, and artifacts. 
 
After the presentation, a 
few items from the 
Hawaiian Visitor’s 
Bureau as well Iolani 
Palace FDC postal cards 
were given to the 
attendees.  In addition, a 
few copies of the late Sam 
Park’s “Lest We Forget: 
When Time Stood Still” 
were available for sale. 
 

 

 
 

President Wayne Yakuma kicking off the meeting 

 
 

Fred Gregory with his presentation with Jerry Coiner 
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One final item to note was the 
presence of two Hawaiian exhibits at 
WESTPEX.  Both were presented by 
Richard Malmgren.  The first was 
titled “ Hawaii Foreign Mail” that 
earned a Court of Honor award. And 
the second was titled “ Hawaii Post 
Cards” that won a Large Gold 
Award. 
 
 

 
 

Members and guests in attendance 

 
 

WESTPEX 2017 Program 
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Final Hawai’i Post Issues 
Information from Hawai’i Post website www.hawaii-post.com  

 

 
As of June 12, 2014 Hawaii 
Post delivery service was 
discontinued.  The Overnight / 
Same Day pickup and delivery 
service had covered the Waikiki 
Beach area, 96815 ZIP Code. 
 
Check the Hawaii Post web site 
for issues still available for 
purchase. 
 
April 9th 2014.  Hawaiian 
Royalty 

A minisheet containing 8 stamps was 
issued on April 9th 2014 which depicts 
all eight monarchs of the Kingdom of 
Hawai'i. It is one of the last issues of 
Hawai'i Post so it is a very fitting end to 
the 15-year old local post. 

The $2.50 stamp (right stamp, top row) 
prepays additional charges such as extra 
weight. It shows a portrait of King 
Kamehameha IV. 

The $3 stamp (left stamp, bottom row) 
prepays the difference between the 
Overnight rate and the Same Day rate. It 
shows a portrait of King Kameha-
meha V. 

The two $6 stamps prepay the Overnight 
rate. The third stamp on the top row 
shows a portrait of King Kameha-
meha III. The second stamp on the 
bottom row shows a portrait of King 
Lunalilo. 

The two $9 stamps prepay the Same Day 
rate. The second stamp on the top row 
shows a portrait of King Kameha-

meha II. The third stamp on the bottom 
row shows a portrait of King Kalakaua. 

The special postmark for this issue 
shows the Royal Crown of the Hawaiian 
Monarchy which was made in England. 

 
 

Technical details of the stamp: 
 
Colors: $2.50, $3, 2 x $6, 2 x $9 and 2 x $11.50 
stamps in a minisheet - Multicolored. 
Size of each stamp in the minisheet - 38mm x 50mm  
Minisheet size - 76mm by 51mm. 
Minisheet - imperforate 
Design: Enelani. 
Layout & Pre-press: Enelani. 
Printer: Hawai'i Security Printers, Honolulu, Hawai'i. 
Printing Method: 4-color (Cyan, Magenta, Yellow and 
Black) plus Gold Foil spot color. 
Sheet margin markings: HAWAI'I POST (top middle), 
"Traffic Light" showing 5 colors used in printing 
(lower left side), © 2014 Hawai'i Post (lower right 
side) & Hawai'i Security Printers, Honolulu, Hawai'i. 
(bottom middle) 
Paper: GPA coated white stock with water-activated 
gum on the back. 
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May 6th 2014.  Mushrooms 

 
The final issue depicts mushrooms 
native to Hawaii.   
 

The $3 stamp (above left) pays for the 
difference between the Overnight rate 
and the Same Day rate. It shows a male 
and Saffron Milk Cap 

The $6 stamp (above middle) prepays 
the Overnight rate. It shows the Sky 
Blue Mushroom. 

The $9 stamp (above right) prepays the 
Same Day rate. It shows the Red 
Toadstool. 

 

 

 
The $9 minisheet pre- pays the Same 

Day rate.  It depicts the Parasol 
mushroom. 
 
 

 
 

The special postmark for this 
issue depicts some muchrooms. 

 
 
 

Technical details of the stampand 
mini-sheet: 
 
Colors: $3, $6 & $9 stampa in a triptych and a $9 
minisheet - Multicolored. 
Individual stamp size: 31mm x 51mm. 
Stamps sheet size: $3, $6 & $9 in a triptych (2 across, 
4 down). 
Minisheet size - 58mm by 76mm. 
Stamps perforated 12, minisheet - imperforate 
Stamps design: Enelani. 
Layout & Pre-press: Enelani. 
Printer: Hawai'i Security Printers, Honolulu, Hawai'i. 
Printing Method: 4-color (Cyan, Magenta, Yellow and 
Black) printing process. 
Sheet margin markings: HAWAI'I POST (top middle), 
"Traffic Light" showing 4 colors used in printing 
(lower left side), © 2014 Hawai'i Post (lower right 
side) & Hawai'i Security Printers, Honolulu, Hawai'i. 
(bottom middle) 
Paper: GPA coated white stock with water-activated 
gum on the back. 
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Monthly Meeting 

 
The Hawaiian Philatelic Society meets from 7 PM to 9:30 PM on the 
second Monday of each month at the St. Louis Alumni Association 
Club House in central Honolulu.  Each meeting includes a short 
business session, a program or slide presentation and an auction of 
about 125 lots.  We invite you to attend, meet your fellow members, 
enjoy the program, and talk stamps.  The public is welcome at all our 
meetings and we encourage you to become a member. 
 
 

 


