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Hawaiian Postal History - Old and Unique 

Floyd Fitzpatrick and Louis Loucks 
This month's cover illustrates five items 

of Hawaiian postal history that are of unique 
interest both for their rarity and their indi
vidual stories. Viewing and working with 
such material is one of the great pleasures 
that make publication of PO'OLEKA an 
exciting and rewarding task. 

The cover on the iq?per left is an example 
of Davey No. 201, the first cancellation of 
Honolulu. Fourteen covers are known, all 
dated between November, 1850 and June, 
1851. This is a later usage, mailed on May 
22, 1851 from Henry K Alexander to his 
brother William D. Alexander vriio was at
tending Yale College at New Haven Con
necticut The letter took its time and only 
arrived at San Francisco on July 1, 1851. A 
new postal rate of six cents had gone into 
effect. The note "Paid 4" was crossed out 
and "6" added. The letter was then trans
mitted "Overland" to New Haven where 
William was now on his summer vacation. 
Here our cover was advertised both to find 
the addressee and to collect that two cents 
extra postage. When William was located, 
the letter was redirected to Paris, Kentucky, 
his fathers birthplace and the home of his 
grandparents. What is missing is also of in
terest here. A rough hole in the center of the 
cover has been repaired and a portion of 
William's name and the last letters of 
"Advertised" have been rewritten. A Mis
sionary stamp was roughly removed from 
this positioa 

Proceeding clockwise, the next item is a 
new post office cancel not listed in Davey. 
The usage is not clear, perhaps it was a re
ceiving cancel. Davey 282.21 was used 
during this period for newspapers, parcels 
and as a receiving mark. Further comments 
would be appreciated i 

The numeral with the two cent revalua
tion is described elsewhere in this issue. It 
appears to be genuine and unique, no others 
having surfaced over the years. Certainly it 
is an illustration of the difficulties of the 
Hawaiian Post Office when trying to keep 
proper rate stamps on hand while filling 
very large orders from stamp dealers for re
sale to worldwide collectors. We would like 
to show you the cover with this stamp as 
that would resolve problems of genuine us
age, but someone soaked it off to make it 
more compact for a collection. 

The small oval is all that remains to us of 
Davey 212 on a stampless cover to the Rev. 
Sereno E. Bishop at Lahaina Maui dated 
February 12, 1876. Undelivered and un
claimed, the cover was returned by the 
Honolulu office to the sender as a dead let
ter, this is the rarest of Honolulu cancels. 
Only -two of this marking are known, the 
other example was sold in the Harris sale. 

The fine lozenge cancel (applied in red) 
is from a stampless cover to the Rev. A. 
Wilcox, postmaster at Hanalei, Kauai. It is 
accompanied with a Davey Honolulu 243.03 
current in the early 1860's. 
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25th anniversary; we should consider our
selves fortunate. 

The covers received yet another first day 
of issue cancellation on May 9, 1991, when 
Scott 2535, the annual Love stamp was is
sued in Honolulu, ironically, the Hawaiian 
Islands is barely shown on the edge of the 
heart shaped globe. 

The next occasion for a statehood first 
day of issue will be in 2009, the fiftieth an
niversary. Who can tell what other events 
may merit cancels before that day? 

Multiple first day of issue cancellations 
require diligence and a lot of waiting on the 
part of the collector. The first cancel can be 
acquired in the normal way, either at the 
first day of issue station or by submitting the 
cover to the Post Office Department up to 
30 days after the official first day. Al l sub
sequent covers must be serviced on a hand-
back basis. The collector or agent must be 

at the first day city and station, affix the 
stamp to the cover, hand it to the counter 
personnel and receive it back after cancella
tion. These covers are probably unique with 
four cancels over a period of 35 years and 
we look forward to the 50th anniversary 
cancel in 2009. 

* * * * * 

Editors Comment: One of the most in
teresting features of these covers is the col
lection of business comer cards current in 
1959. They represent a range of firms, es
pecially those that were important to the 
tourist industry or to businessmen of the is
lands, such as the famed restaurants. Look 
these over and see how many you have fond 
memories of. The 26 cover cards include 13 
no longer in business, 2 that have been re
named and 13 that are still going strong. 
Personally, I regret the loss of the old restau
rants more than anything else. As you get 
older, the food, service and atmosphere of 
yesterday seem to have been better. 
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